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Dear Mr. Dinkelacker: 

 

This document transmits the Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) biological opinion (enclosed), 

regarding the Rankin Hinds Pearl River Flood and Drainage Control District’s (District) Pearl 

River Basin, Mississippi, Federal Flood Risk Management Project, Hinds and Rankin Counties, 

Mississippi (commonly referred to as the One Lake Project).  The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers’ (USACE) is authorized by Congressional actions to construct a flood risk reduction 

project; the District has undertaken the plan formulation and environmental compliance for that 

project’s study.   

 

The enclosed biological opinion addresses the proposed flood risk management projects effects 

on the ringed map (sawback) turtle (Graptemys oculifera), Gulf sturgeon (Acipenser 

oxyrhynchus desotoi), wood stork (Mycteria americana), the Northern long-eared bat (Myotis 

septentrionalis) and the inflated heelsplitter (Potamilus inflatus) in accordance with section 7 of 

the Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1531 et 

seq.).   

 

The enclosed biological opinion, is based on information provided in the District’s June 17, 

2019, biological assessment (BA) and the August 23, 2019, revised BA.  Additional information 

was also provided informally during the consultation process.  A complete administrative record 

of this consultation (Service Log No. 04EL1000-2020-F-0109) is on file at the Service’s 

Louisiana Ecological Services Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Service appreciates the District’s continued cooperation in the conservation of the threatened 

and endangered species, and their critical habitats.  If you have any questions regarding the 

enclosed biological opinion, please contact Mr. David Walther (337-291-3122) of this office. 

 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

        Joseph A. Ranson  

        Field Supervisor  

        Louisiana Ecological Services Office 
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